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From the desk of 
Coach Welsh...
Providence College
River Avenue • Providence, Rhode Island 02918
October 10, 2001
Dear Providence College Students:
This is a very special year for Providence College basketball. On Friday night, we will tip off the 75th season of 
Friar basketball.
I would like to invite all students to join us on October 12 as we open our 2001-02 season with Late Night Madness 
festivities that begin at 10:45 p.m. in Alumni Hall.
Last season, we finished with a 21-10 record, including a school-record 11 BIG EAST victories. We also earned our 
first NCAA bid since the 1997 season.
We are looking to continue this success in 2001-02. A big part of our success is based on the support of our student 
body. This support can begin on Friday at Late Night Madness.
Please come join us in Alumni Hall as we begin preparing for another memorable season of Friar basketball.
Sincerely,
Tim Welsh
Head Basketball Coach JJW
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LIVE MUSIC 4 NIGHTS AVEEK! 
Looking for College Bands on 
Thursday Nights
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-An interview with Friars junior goaltender Nolan Schaefer-
by Brendan McGair ’03
Nolan Schaefer returns for his third season as goalie for 
the Friars. The junior had an outstanding sophomore 
season in which he received All Hockey East and All- 
American honors. Schaefer joined former Friar great Chris 
Terreri as the only PC goaltenders to be named All- 
American. A fifth round draft pick by the San Jose Sharks in 
the 2000 NHL Draft, Schaefer will be key to PC’s success 
this upcoming season.
Who were some of your biggest influences growing up in Saskatchewan?
Definitely my parents, they really put me in a lot of activities. My brother, my 
sister, and I are all pretty athletic, so most of my influence comes from them. They 
are both hard working and really good athletes and I would like to follow in their 
footsteps.
How helpful was graduated Friars goalie Boyd Ballard in your development?
“Boydo” was really great, he was the guy who got me to start playing goal. He 
was on my brother’s team and I was the water boy. Boydo would always talk to me 
about goaltending and that is kind of how I got started.
With defensemen Jay Leach and Matt Libby graduating last spring, do you 
feel any pressure to step up your game with an inexperienced blue line in front 
ofyou?
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Those were two good players that we had leaving, but I don’t feel like there is 
any extra pressure. Goaltending has a lot of pressure to it, but we have a great 
young defensive squad led by Regan Kelly, Jason Platt, and Stephen Wood. Those 
guys can help pick up the slack that we lost with Jay and Matt.
Head Coach Paul Pooley stated that he will utilize the speed of the team to its 
advantage in order to create fast breaks, how do you feel about the opposing 
team possibly being able to create fast breaks of their own against you?
If the other team comes down on the fast break I’m going to do the best I can to 
stop them. I know our guys can clear the puck up and get things back in their zone.
With last season’s excellent team performance (which included an NCAA birth), 
did it give the team the confidence and experience it needs to make the jump to 
the next level?
Definitely, a lot of the guys got a taste of what is to come, what it is like in 
playoffs, and what it is like to win. When you have the type of seniors we had 
leading the younger guys , it hopefully rubbed off on them for this season.
How does it feel to be ranked Number 1 in the Hockey East Preseason Coaches 
Poll, yet still not garnering a single first place vote?
First place and second place votes don’t really matter to me, I don’t think that 
the voting counts at all. The biggest thing in Hockey East is who finishes first in the 
end and voting is all aside.
You had an outstanding sophomore year in which you received All Hockey 
East and All-American honors after an injury plagued freshman season, what 
was the factor (or factors) behind the great turnaround?
I had, as you mentioned, a couple of injuries my first year. My second year, we 
really bonded as a team, and it was a great team in front of me that helped me to 
play good. I think if you look at “Boydo’s” number’s, they were not too far off of 
mine, and he played just as well as me. When you have a good team in front of you 
however, it’s easy to do the job.
What goals have you set for yourself this upcoming season?
Statistic goals. I would like to keep it under two goals a game, keep a 90% save 
percentage. I basically just want to help the team and get the “W”. Those little 
insignificant individual goals don’t really matter as long as you get the “W”.
Is there a chance that you might turn pro after this season?
I really don’t know what the situation is. I would love to turn pro anytime but I 
would like to finish school as well. It is a good thing to get your education and I just 
want to play the best I can this season.
courtesy PC Sports Info.
A Long Way from Yellow Grass
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2001-2002
#13 - Peter Fregoe 
Senior Left Wing 
5’9” 185 lbs.
Massena, NY
#24 - Drew Omicioli
Senior Left Wing 
5’10” 175 lbs.
W. Westwick, RI
#22 - Marc Suderman
Senior Left Wing 
6’0” 175 lbs.
Regina, Saskatchewan












#10 - John Luszcz
Sophomore Right Wing 
6’0” 180 lbs.
Ludlow, MA












#25 - David Carpentier 
Freshman Right Wing 




#14 - Jon DiSalvatore
Junior Right Wing 
6’1” 185 lbs.
South Windsor, CT
#23 - Michael Lucci
Junior Left Wing 
5’11” 190 lbs.
Parma, OH
#26 - Devin Rask
Junior Left Wing 
5’9” 175 lbs.
Parkside, Saskatchewan
#21 - Jonathan Goodwin
Sophomore Right Wing 
5’10” 195 lbs.
Taunton, MA




#17 - Cody Loughlean 
Sophomore Right Wing 
5’9” 185 lbs.
Innisfail, Alberta

























Can PC Hockey be the
Beast of the East?
by Sean Caruthers ’03
Sean Caruthers, a junior at 
Providence College, is also 
the PC Friars Hockey beat 
writer for USCHO.com. 
Check out his articles and 
critiques after each game on 
USCHO.com.
The PC Men’s Hockey Team enjoyed 
a break out year last season, but the focus 
of this year’s squad is hardly counting 
memories from that historic run. The 
Friars, ranked 5th nationally in the USA 
Today Preseason Poll, look to surpass 
last season’s mark of 22-13-5 en route 
to the greatest season in PC Hockey 
history. Last week the Friars were given 
the nod as the preseason favorite to win 
the Hockey East title, edging out 
perennial favorites Maine, BC, and 
UNH. Although this national attention 
is something new for a young squad, 
Coach Pooley remains optimistic that the 
Friars can continue on their path to 
success in the ’Ol-’O2 campaign.
The Friars will look to take care of 
business against elite competition this 
year, facing potential powerhouses like 
#3 ranked Minnesota, #4 Michigan, #9 
St. Cloud, #12 Nebraska-Omaha, #13 
Clarkson, and #16 St. Lawrence while 
maintaining the top seat in one of the 
country’s toughest conferences. In 
league play, Hockey East boasts five 
teams in the Top 15 including NCAA 
Champ BC, Maine, UNH, and BU. PC 
will combat such a strong schedule with 
the help of a very deep team full of speed 
and skill.
The ’01-’02 lineup features 18 
returning players (and only 3 seniors), 
all contributing significantly to last 
season’s success. Such a tight-knit core 
of young talented players sets PC apart 
from most teams in Hockey East, 
especially BC, which lost 11 players to 
graduation or early leave.
The forwards will be lead by junior 
captain Devin Rask, an All-American in 
’00-’01, Hockey East’s returning lead 
scorer, and a pre-season candidate for the 
Hobey Baker Award. Rask broke out in 
’00-’01 with 51 points, establishing 
himself as one of the most dangerous 
weapons in college hockey. The 
sophomore sniper scored on nearly 25 
percent of his shots, striking fear in the 
hearts of goalies everywhere.
Rask will look to his Senior Assistant 
Captains, Drew Omicioli, Peter Fregoe 
and Marc Suderman, for leadership as 
well as an offensive boost. Last season, 
Omicioli averaged one point per contest 
and looks to continue his promising skill 
and heart with the maturity and 
leadership of a senior. Peter Fregoe, who 
scored 37 points last year, combined with 
Rask to create one of the most potent 1- 
2 punches in the league. He should 
provide offensive firepower for PC again 
this year. Suderman centered a line last 
year that could be best described as the 
PC “blue collar.” They dominated the 
comers as well as the flow of the game 
despite matching up against the best lines 
in Hockey East. This year, Suderman
Junior Jon DiSalvatore
(above), senior Peter
Fregoe and junior captain 
Devin Rask (right) will lead 
the Friars against an 
extremely tough Hockey 
East Conference this season. 
will add senior leadership to a relatively 
young squad and continue to provide a 
tenacious defensive presence up front for 
the Friars.
The strong suit of the Friars is its 
depth. Junior Jon DiSalvatore will look 
to break out this season. He remains one 
of the best offensive assets for the Friars, 
with an impressive combination of size, 
speed and skill. Last season, DiSalvatore 
represented the United States as a 
member of the Junior Olympic Team. 
This season, the Friar faithful will expect 
Jon to deliver again and again. When you 
add players like Mike Lucci, Dough 
Wright, Cody Loughlean, Peter Zingoni, 
and Mike Robinson to the mix, PC boasts 
the best offense in Hockey East as well 
as one of the top scoring threats in the 
country.
On the blue line, PC returns five 
experienced defensemen. Junior Shawn 
Weiman and Sophomore Reagan Kelly 
look to lead the Friars on defense, a 
staple of PC’s success in ’00-’01. 
Weiman missed much of last season due 
to injuries, but he comes into this season 
in perfect health. Kelly looks to build 
off of a campaign in which he was voted 
PC Rookie of the Year and was named 
to the Hockey East All-Rookie Team. 
Kelly is as solid as they come; he is built 
with size, speed, great vision, and a blast 
from the point.
Sophomores Jason Platt and Steve 
Wood are expected to step up, filling the 
void of graduated co-captains Matt 
Libby and Jay Leach. Wood looks to add 
to the offensive mix, using his size to 
dominate down low. Platt, arguably the 
team’s hardest hitter, will continue to roll 
over opponents like a freight train. He
hopes to add a physical presence to a 
speedier, more skilled team. Dom 
Torretti, a sophomore, should act as 
another defensive sparkplug. His 
strength and toughness should provide 
exciting hits and help create an 
impregnable defense for the Friars.
It would be difficult for anyone to 
deny that the success of the Friars hinges 
upon the performance of junior All- 
American goaltender Nolan Schaefer. 
Schaefer was instrumental in last year’s 
run and will remain vital for the Friars 
this season. PC is excited to see what 
Nolan can do in his first full season in 
net. Previously, Schaefer has split time
-Continued on page 13-
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Mission:POSSIBLE Return to the top
by Virginia Cheng ’03
With 15 underclassmen on'a roster of 
24 players, the success of the Providence 
College Women’s Ice Hockey team will 
depend on how quickly the young 
players can adjust and how well the 
veterans can lead.
“I think you can find a team of 
emerging leaders, especially in our 
senior and junior class. They’ll not only 
lead on the ice but off the ice as well,” 
said Head Coach Bob Deraney. “I think 
you’ll see our freshman and sophomore 
class have a tremendous amount of skill 
that will allow us to play a very exciting 
brand of hockey.”
With the entrance of Colgate, UConn, 
Quinnipiac, and Vermont into the ECAC, 
the conference has split into two 
divisions. PC, who is currently ranked 
ninth nationally, is ranked second in the 
ECAC Eastern League, finishing six 
points behind UNH in the preseason poll. 
Niagara, Northeastern, Maine, Boston 
College, Connecticut, and Quinnipiac 
follow the Friars in the rankings
“I think we’ll give UNH a run for the 
ECAC title. I think we’re better than 
ninth nationally but we’re going to have 
to prove it. I really like our team a lot. I 
think we’ve got tremendous character. 
I think it’s one of the deepest and most 
skilled teams we’ve had in a long time,” 
said Deraney.
At a glance, the ECAC North League 
appears to be the tougher division, with 
such powerhouses as Dartmouth, St. 
Lawrence, Brown, and Harvard, whose 
current national ranks are second, third, 
fifth, and seventh, respectively. 
However, UNH, Niagara, and 
Northeastern were all highly ranked at 
the end of last season, and many up-and- 
coming programs are in the Eastern 
League, which gives PC a lot of tough 
competition.
“I don’t think that they have the better 
teams,” said Deraney about the North 
League. “I think we have a better league 
in the long run, and I think we’re 
positioning ourselves for that.”
The Friars are looking to recover 
from an injury-ridden season last year. 
At one point, the team was down to only 
13 players and two goalies. Still, the 
Friars pulled a late season run and made 
it to the ECAC playoffs before bowing 
in overtime to Harvard in the 
quarterfinals.
“The adversity we faced, not being 
able to field a full team from January 12 
through March 9, yet still finding a way 
to win 18 games and make it to the 
playoffs was an incredible feat that you 
really wouldn’t understand unless you 
were following this team on a very close 
basis,” said Deraney.
High scoring games will be the main 
focus for the Friars this season as nine
courtesy of Sports Info. 
Junior Jenn Butsch will be one of the several Friars asked to step up to opportunities this season.
returning forwards and six newcomers 
will try a brand of offense that 
Providence has not seen before. The 
forwards will be concentrating on 
pressuring at 200 feet and playing a 
wide-open style of hockey.
Leading the offense will be senior 
captain Kim Mathias, who was the 
second highest point-scorer last season. 
Senior Jackie Tamsin and juniors Jenn 
Butsch and Danielle Culgin are also 
expected to make big contributions. 
Sophomore Darlene Stephenson, who 
had an extremely successful rookie 
season, is another name to look for this 
year.
“First we want to do well in our 
league, just take it one game at a time 
right now. We have a lot of new freshmen 
this year. They’re all hard workers and 
they’re fitting in really well,” said 
Mathias.
The offense will need to be sharp to 
make up for a relatively inexperienced 
defensive line. Seniors Christa Talbot 
and Angela Hill will be leading the 
defensemen while junior Melanie Ruzzi 
and sophomore Meredith Roth round out 
the list of returning defensive players. 
The Friars will also be looking to 
sophomore transfer Kelli Halcisak, who 
was the leading scorer at Ohio State last 
year, to make a big contribution early on.
Halcisak, Mathias, and Butsch were 
selected to be a part of the 20-member 
ECAC All-Star team that will face the 
U.S. National Team this Sunday at 
Northeastern’s Matthews Arena. The 
three current Friars will go up against 
four former Friars, Cammi Granato ’93, 
Chris Bailey ’94, Laurie Baker ’97, and 
Sarah DeCosta ’00, who are members 
of the National Team.
“[I feel] honored,” said Mathias. “I 
just want to go there and represent our 
team and have a good time with some of 
my friends on the Olympic team.”
Sophomore Amy Quinlan is the top 
returning goaltender for the Friars this 
year. She will probably see most of the 
action between the posts but freshman 
Amy Thomas will definitely be nipping 
at her heels all season long. The two 
will most likely pressure each other to 
keep on top of their games.
“Our goaltending is young. They’re 
going to need a lot of help, with Quinlan 
being a sophomore. But she’s back, and 
she’s got a whole year under her belt. I 
know that Amy Thomas, our second 
goalie, is going to be ready to play when 
we need her,” said Deraney.
The Friars showed off their new 
offensive strategy in an exhibition game 
against Concordia University on 
Saturday. PC came away with a 5-4 
victory after getting off to a slow start. 
With the defense being a little sluggish 
in the first game of the year, the offense 
kept the Friars in the game. It was the 
first time PC defeated Concordia in 
almost 10 years.
The Stingers scored two power play 
goals early in the first period but 
freshman Rush Zimmerman answered 
for PC with a goal at the 9:24 mark.
Tamsin then put the Friars on top with 
two straight goals in the second period. 
The teams then traded leads twice until 
Butsch put the Friars up for good with a 
goal at 10:36 in third.
The real test for PC will be on Friday 
as the Friars travel to Duluth to face the 
number one ranked Minnesota-Duluth in 
their first game of the regular season. A 
win against the defending NCAA 
champions Minnesota-Duluth would be 
an extremely uplifting way to start the 
year for the Friars.
“I think our seniors have done a good 
job of leading us and I’m looking 
forward to them to continue to lead us 
to compete for our first national 
championship and our first league 
championship in a long time,” said 
Deraney. “I think we’ll be a really 
exciting team to watch a really 
hardworking team with a tremendous 
amount of talent. I’d love for people to 
come down and see with their own eyes. 
We’ve got a rich tradition of success 
here.”
Track, Swimming aim for top
by Meaghan Donah ’03
The Providence College Men’s and 
Women’s Indoor Track teams will 
compete in the 2001-2002 season with 
expectations for another year of high 
performance, as well as individual and 
team success.
Seniors Hamish Thorpe, Dermot 
Galvin, and Paul Reilly, along with 
junior standout Adam Sutton will take 
command on the Men’s side, looking to 
dominate in the middle distance events.
Thorpe, the Friar’s top runner, 
finished 1 Oth in the 3,000 meters in the 
NCAA Championships. He was also a 
member of the Distance Medley Team 
that finished first at the Big East 
Championships. Galvin placed sixth in 
the 5,000 meters at the Big East Indoor 
Championships with a time of 14:43.09.
Juniors Tim Curran and Tyler 
McCabe will also help the Friars on their 
quest for success this winter season. 
Curran, nlong with Thorpe, was a 
member of the first-place Distance 
Medley Team that finished with a time 
of 10:20.50 last January. McCabe 
opened up last indoor season by placing 
third in the 3,000 meters at the Boston 
University Open on December 2, 2000.
Top new comer freshman Liam Reale 
will add great depth to the already 
endowed squad with his versatility. The 
Limerick, Ireland native was the 
School’s Champion of Ireland in 1999 
and 2000 and placed fourth in the 1,500 
meters at the European Junior 
Championships with a time of 3:48.84.
Expectations on the women’s side are 
just as high with what is possibly one of 
the best track teams ever seen at 
Providence. Hoping to return to the 
NCAA’s are three previous qualifiers, 
Heather Cappello, Claire Shearman, and 
Roisin McGettigan. Cappello was a 
member of the Distance Medley Relay 
Team that finished first at the New 
England Challenge last indoor season. 
Shearman, who redshirted last indoor 
season, is preparing to return and 
anticipating success.
In addition to the Championship 
veterans, Providence boasts two new 
performers Roisin Quinn and Deirdre 
Byrne. Both freshmen will give the
Friars promise on the Distance Medley 
Relay Squad. Senior Kathryn Casserly 
and sophomore Lisa Cappello improved 
drastically over the course of last year 
and will be and integral part of this year’s 
season, helping the Friars to reach their 
goals.
Although this year’s goals seem 
elevated, Head Coach Ray Treacy 
believes he has the right blend of 
veterans and newcomers to achieve these 
goals with great success. Treacy believes 
that there is much opportunity for his 
athletes, male and female, to either return 
or qualify for the NCAA 
Championships. With such 
accomplishments, the already high 
profile of the Providence Indoor Track 
team will continue.
The Providence College Men’s and 
Women’s Swimming teams will take to 
the blocks this 2001-2002 season with 
experience as their greatest asset. Both 
teams are led by a strong contingent of 
seniors, under the watchful eye of new 
Head Coach Michelle Gacio.
Gacio replaced 17-year veteran coach 
John O’Neill at the helm for the Friars, 
who left the school this summer to take 
on the same position at West Point. 
Gacio has worked as an assistant coach 
at Florida State and Ohio State 
Universities, and was an All-American 
swimmer for the Gators at the University 
of Florida in her collegiate years.
Along with Gacio, both teams have 
collaborated in setting goals for the 
upcoming season. Each individual 
swimmer hopes to meet his or her full 
potential — to reach or conquer his or 
her best time in their respective events. 
As a team the Friars are hoping to qualify 
for the ECAC and Big East 
Championships.
“It is the little things that help make 
a big difference and add variety to a 
workout,” said the optimistic Gacio.
There are only 11 members on the 
Men’s side of the squad, making it even 
more important that each and every 
member contribute to the Friar’s qoal of 
Big East success this season. Because 
of the small numbers, each teammate is 
equally important.
Seniors David Applegate, Keith 
Chobot, and Mike Maloney and junior 
backstroke man Tom Darrow will lead 
the Friars with several collected years 
of collegiate experience.
The women’s team boasts a larger 
roster, and will be led by seniors Lee 
Barnum, Allison Buckley, Lauren 
DeGray, Carolyn Gesker, and Nicole 
Mancini. Together, the Friars are 
talented and promising.
“Our schedule is full of close meets. 
It will be important to get points because 
there will be close races all the way 
through,” commented Gacio of the 
evenly-matched 2001-2002 schedule.
Seniors Hamish Thorpe (left) and 
Lee Barnum (above) will lead their 




by R.J. Friedman '03
photo courtesy Sports Info.
Senior captain Chrissy Vozab will lead a new, fast-paced style 
offense for the Friars this season.
NOW RENTING
Rent now for best selection 
1 -3 Bedrooms
GEMMA REALTY
contact Joan or Maria 
(401)273-RENT
While the Providence College 
Women’s Basketball returns 10 veterans 
from last year’s squad, the bigger story 
of this season may lay in the hopes of 
the Friars’ newest recruiting class. 
Together, fans of PC Basketball will see 
a more fast-paced Friars squad than in 
the past, hopefully leading to 
rejuvenation of the Women’s Basketball 
program at PC.
Leading the Friars this season will be 
senior guard Chrissy Vozab, whose hard 
work and hustle over the past three years 
has earned her the captaincy on this 
year’s squad. She led the Friars with 51 
three-pointers last season, and averaged 
8.9 points per game.
“I really felt that Chrissy Vozab has 
been the epitome of hard work and 
persistence, and if anyone deserved to 
be captain, she did,” praised Head Coach 
Jim Jabir, who heads into his sixth year 
as Head Coach of the Friars.
Vozab is a hard-nosed, gritty point 
guard who has no fear in bringing the 
ball down the lane, and will be looked 
to as a key in the Friars plan to go end to 
end this year, bringing a new look of a 
fast, break-out style offense to the 
program.
“We’re going to play very, very fast,” 
explained Jabir. “That’s how I came here 
wanting to play, and quite frankly we 
weren’t able to because we didn’t have 
the talent needed to do that. Now, I think 
we do. We want 65% of our offense to 
come off the break, and that’s how we’re 
going to play. We’re going to press, 
we’re going to trap, we’re going to get 
after people.”
Assisting Vozab in the backcourt will 
be sophomore Kristen Quinn, who 
surprised many last season in becoming 
the fourth-leading scorer on the team a 
year ago. Last season she averaged 10.4 
points per game, hit 39 three-pointers 
and led the team with 95 assists.
Keying in down low for the Friars this 
season with be sophomores Jenese 
Wilcox and Ryann Kilgore, who both 
made key contributions last season, and 
will both assist Vozab and Quinn in 
captaincy duties this season.
Wilcox, a 6’2” post player, is the 
team’s top returning scorer and 
rebounder from last seaso, when she 
averaged 11 points and 6.2 rebounds per 
game, respectively. Kilgore pulled down 
three rebounds per game, while 
averaging a little over four points per 
game last season. She will be looked to 
contribute much more this season.
“I really liked the energy that the 
sophomores brought, and I think they 
came here with an attitude like, ‘We’re 
going to fix this thing now.’ They kind 
of put it upon themselves to do that, and 
I think people have respected and 
responded to that. I’ve been very pleased 
with them so far,” said Jabir.
Jabir and his staff has brought in what 
many regard as one of the top recruiting 
classes in the country this season, led by 
a corps of five freshmen. Keisha 
Blackwell, Quiana Copeland, Gayle 
Nwafili and Jessica Simmonds look to 
all contribute the Friars immediately.
“I really like what I see,” said Jabir. 
“I think our return sophomores, juniors 
and seniors have all improved, but I 
especially like the group of freshmen we
have coming in -1 think they’re all very 
athletic, and they’re all very talented. I 
expect that some of them are going to 
step in and help us immediately.”
The stauts of the fifth freshman, 
Michal Epstein of Rehovot, Israel, hangs 
in the balance due to a crackdown by the 
NCAA on international club leagues 
overseas. If everything clears as 
expected, Epstein also looks to 
contribute immediately for the Friars.
Jabir attributes the promise of his 
recruits to the Providence College 
athletic department, who has really 
stepped up to the plate and giving the 
Women facilities needed to stay 
competitive in the Big East.
“With the new locker rooms, the new 
budget, the new floor - the school has 
finally stepped up and done the things 
necessary to help us be competitive, and 
since they’ve done those things, we’re 
on the verge of some really great things. 
We’ll now be able to show positive 
results with the help they’ve given us,” 
said Jabir.
Senior Catrina Hawley-Stewart, 
along with juniors Brooke Freeburg and 
Steffanie Shoop, also look to put in key 
minutes in the Friars line-up, all having 
worked extremely hard over the summer 
to stay in shape, according to Jabir.
Jabir will also look to use grad student 
Dani Trippany in key situations, utilizing 
her height at 6’5”, while being weary of 
the leg injuries she has suffered in her 
career. By utilizing her in mismatches 
and key situations, Trippany could be a 
key to the Friars success this season.
The Friars were close to reaching 
their goals last season, and even broke 
out of a slump by winning a Big East 
Championship Tournament game at the 
end of the season against Seton Hall. 
Several games were lost in the final 
minutes - including three key overtime 
games. With a new strategy in mind, and 
a bench that adds a lot of depth to their 
line-up, there is a good chance that 
Women’s Basketball will break out for 
a memorable season.
JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03rThe Cowl
Sophomore Asst. Captain 
Kristin Quinn will join 
Vozab in the backcourt.
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No longer a darkhorse,
PC BBall is for real
photo courtesy Sports Info.
The style will remain the same this season, 
and Welsh has brought in a handful of 
new faces he hopes will be able to mesh 
with a young, but extremely talented 
core that is already in place.
Sophomore Marcus Douthit will be asked to step in and fill 
a major void left by Karim Shabazz.
- by Chris Dankberg ’03-
With season ticket sales up, national 
television appearances abound, and 
Midnight Madness upon us, only two 
questions remain: is the Providence 
College Men’s Basketball team ready to 
deliver, and why did the NCAA come 
calling over the off-season?
The uncertainty surrounding the team 
is regarding the eligibility of sophomores 
Maris Laksa and Chris Anrin and 
freshman Tuukka Kotti. The issue stems 
from an extremely common occurrence 
around college basketball. During the 
summer many players participate in 
leagues in their area. Foreign players are 
no different, but this year the NCAA has 
taken a serious look at the way those 
foreign teams are operated. Thus far 
there is no reason to suspect that any of 
those being investigated at PC have done 
anything differently than dozens of 
players around the country, also awaiting 
word from the NCAA. It appears as if 
the compliance office of the NCAA 
might be choosing this year to begin to 
enforce a rule that has been relatively 
ignored for some time.
The players involved have been 
trying to put the incident behind them. 
“There is nothing we can do about it 
really. Maris and Tuukka and I have been 
talking about it, but we just want to play 
basketball. We didn’t do anything wrong, 
and we don’t know why the NCAA is 
looking into this right now,” said Anrin.
Even still, the positive feelings 
generated from last year’s run to the 
NCAA tournament have not ceased. If 
anything, they have become even 
stronger, and expectations on campus are 
reaching new heights..
Last year’s team was built around 
senior John Linehan’s one-man pressure 
defense and an imposing shot-blocker in 
the middle of the paint, Karim Shabazz, 
who has since moved on to play in 
Europe. The team will also be without 
the leadership of forward Erron Maxey. 
Both players were instrumental in the 
team’s success and fundamental to Head 
Coach Tim Welsh’s style. They could run 
the floor on offense and defense, which 
allowed the team to cash turnovers into 
easy baskets and stay with quicker teams 
on defense. Each was also an 
accomplished offensive rebounder. 
Maxey led the team with 95 offensive 
rebounds and Shabazz was second with 
83. Their rebounding prowess allowed 
sharpshooters like Laksa and junior 
Abdul Mills the luxury of shooting open 
three-point shots, which was, and 
remains the key to the Friars’ offense.
The style will remain the same this 
season, and Welsh has brought in a 
handful of new faces he hopes will be 
able to mesh with a young, but extremely 
talented core that is already in place.
Six players who did not suit up for 
the team last year will be on board this 
season. The team has added size for the 
most part, but it remains to be seen 
whether or not the size will result in a 
more physical style of play. The two 
newcomers expected to do the most 
damage this season are junior forwards 
Leland Anderson, a transfer from 
Michigan, who was in school at PC last 
year and is from Massachusetts and 
Garnett Thompson, a junior college 
transfer from Suffolk Community 
College in Long Island.
“It has been a long time. I was hurt 
my senior year in high school, my 
freshman year at Michigan, and then I 
had to sit out last year. I’m about ready 
to explode,” said Anderson.
Both are experienced players who 
will be asked to step in and contribute 
this season. It is also possible that one, 
or both could be asked to start, due to 
the controversy surrounding Laksa, who 
was a probable starter. “Any forward 
spot is fine with me. I would like to be 
able to bring what Erron Maxey brought 
on the offensive end, but maybe be a little 
more physical on the defensive end.”
Thompson possesses a dazzling all- 
around game, but will most likely be 
asked to handle the dirtier chores of a 
power forward like grabbing rebounds 
and playing physical defense.
The team will also have two new 
swingmen to bring off the bench, Ryan 
Gomes and Rob Sanders. Both are true 
freshman, stand at 6’7” and are expected 
to bring some offensive potential.
Donnell Allick was with the team last 
were but was not eligible to play. Allick, 
a sophomore, is a 6’4” guard who could 
be asked to spell Abdul Mills, and maybe 
to run the point in a pinch.
Coach Welsh went out and found 
another foreign player to infuse into the 
Friars high-powered offense. Kotti, a 
freshman, is from Finland and like Laksa 
and Anrin, he can shoot the basketball. 
At this point it is unclear what role he 
will fill on this year’s club, but the team 
has big plans for him in the future.
The game plan is the same for this 
season. The key to the Friar’s success 
last year was depth and versatility.
The starting guards are expected to
-Continued on page 13-
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Will PC be dancin’ come March?
(continued from page 12)
JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03fflie Cowl
Junior Abdul Mills will be the Friars’ primary No. 2 guard this season.
remain the same, with Abdul Mills 
getting the nod alongside of pre-season 
player of the year candidate John 
Linehan. The last PC player to be on the 
pre-season list for the John Wooden 
Award was Jamel Thomas in 1998.
PC Hockey 
preview
(Continued from page 6)
between the pipes with graduate Boyd 
Ballard. Nolan adds a triple threat to 
PC’s squad. They have a deep, talented 
offense, a strong, experienced blue line, 
as well as one of the best goaltenders in 
the country.
Coach Paul Pooley perfectly 
complimented this team by recruiting 
some of North America’s top prospects. 
Once again, the PC connection with the 
New England Coyotes of the EJHL has 
proven fruitful. Six members of this 
year’s squad are former Coyotes, 
including newcomers Erik Lundberg 
and Jeff Mason, a ready-made defensive 
pair, and Mt. St. Charles phenom Chris 
Chaput. Goaltender David Cacciola, a 
NE Prep All-Star at St. Seb’s, and 
forward David Capentier from Cedar 
Rapids of the USHL round out this 
year’s freshman class.
The Friars begin their journey to St. 
Paul, Minnesota (host site of the Frozen 
Four) this week as they open their 
season against a great Michigan squad. 
PC will play Michigan this Friday at 
5pm CST as part of the Maverick 
Stampede, an ice-breaking tournament. 
The game will be broadcast on the 
internet and on the radio. For 
information about this game or any other 
College Hockey Action, check out 
uscho.com and our athletic home site at 
friars.com
PC’s home opener will be on Friday, 
October 19th against Sacred Heart 
University.
“John Linehan is our leader, without 
question. He sets the tone for this team,” 
confirmed returning sophomore big man 
Marcus Douthit.
The team will again lean heavily on 
Linehan, as he Mills and junior 
swingman Romuald Augustin represent 
the only upperclassmen on the floor. 
Linehan will be expected to play tough 
defense, as well as take a more active 
role in the offense. He shot 41.7% from 
beyond the three-point line during the 
regular season, but averaged just 10.7 
points per game. Without Maxey and 
Shabazz, the scoring chances for 
Linehan should increase.
Mills and Augustin will be counted 
on to carry more of the offensive burden 
as well. Last year the two combined to 
score 20.1 points per game. Sophomore 
Sheiku Kabba is expected to backup 
Linehan again this season. Allick should 
see playing time in the backcourt, along 
with senior guard Kareem Hayletts, who 
now ranks second on the team in tenure, 
and has been on the team throughout the 
Tim Welsh era.
Anrin will again provide instant 
offense from the three-point line and off 
the bench.
The team focused on the perimeter 
last season, and things will be no 
different this year. If Laksa is able to 
play, he will again be expected to knock 
down the open three-point shot. Last 
season he shot 45.8% from the arc, and 
an even more impressive 48:9% during 
Big East play. Laksa is visibly stronger 
this season, and he could be asked to play 
the more physically demanding power 
forward position. Last year he mainly 
played on the perimeter defensively, this 
season he could be asked to guard 
stronger players down low.
Perhaps the toughest assignment among 
the returning players belongs to Douthit, 
who is being asked to replace Karim 
Shabazz. The two are very different 
players though, so Douthit does not 
necessarily agree that he is replacing 
Shabazz, “I’m not nervous about taking 
over for ‘Bazz, because I’m more of a 
finesse player, whereas he always had 
his back to the basket. I learned a lot from 
him and I’m going to try to use some of 
the things he taught me, but I’m not 
trying to replace him.”
The consensus seems to be that this 
season will be made on the defensive 
end. The team is still among the quickest, 
most athletic teams in the Big East, if 
not the entire country. “Last year we did 
our damage running the floor. This year 
I think we can be really good if we do 
the same things. We’re still very quick,” 
said Anderson.
If it’s not the defense, it’s the depth 
that has the players excited about the 
team’s chances this year. “Last year we 
went ten deep. This season, we’ve added 
four new guys, plus we’ve got Leland 
and Donnell, and we only lost Karim and 
MaxfeyJ. I’d say we made out okay, 
because all of these new guys can play,” 
said Anrin.
The entire coaching staff returns from 
a year ago. Steve DeMeo, Phil Seymore 
and Bob Walsh are the assistants, and 
Welsh is the head coach.
“We’ve got five weeks in practice to 
get things sorted out. We’ve got a lot of 
people, but we have a lot of talent as well. 
I know we’re going to be good, I just 
don’t know how good,” said Douthit.
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John Linehan
Donning the black and white for one last campaign, 
senior point guard and All-America candidate John Linehan 
will quarterback the Friars backcourt this season. Linehan 
was one of the biggest reasons why last year s team improved 
from 11-19 in 1999-00 to 21-10 in 2000-01. When Linehan 
graduates, he will be spoken of in the same context as the 
great PC point guards of the past: Ernie DiGregorio, Billy 
Donovan, John Egan, Vinnie Ernst, Lenny Wilkens and Eric 
Murdock.
The 5 ’9” senior became the first PC player to garner 
one of the Big East s major end-of season awards last year, 
as he was named the 2000-01 BIG EAST Defensive Player 
of the Year. In addition to being an All-America candidate, 
Linehan will be one of the top contenders for National 
Defensive Player of the Year honors, and is a John Wooden 
Award Nominee - which recognizes the top player in college 
basketball. His 246 steals in 91 games is second all-time in 
Providence College history.
We sit down with the Friars captain days before the 
beginning of his final collegiate season.
When you first came to PC, did you ever think that you would be in the position 
that you are in now?
No, not at all. I wasn’t highly recruited like some of the other guys who have 
come through. So just getting to PC was an achievement for me. When I came in, 
I knew I was going to work hard and someday put myself in a good position, but I 
never thought it would be this kind of position.
Never thought about being a John Wooden Award nominee?
I never thought I would be one of the guys to be nominated. I mean, it’s a great 
honor, but I’m happy I’m there.
Who were your biggest influences growing up, not only in basketball, but in 
life?
How good do you think that the Friars are this year?
Well, we’re going to be good, but we have the chance to be really good. Right 
now we’re OK, but we have a lot of work to do, we have a lot of young guys, so we 
have to get them into game shape.
Coach [Welsh] will get on us Saturday, and we have a lot to do, because nothing 
has really been handed to us yet. We’re picked second in the league, but that doesn’t 
mean anything - we want to win the league, and just be a great team.
What is it going to take, then, to get the team to the next level this year?
Constant work. Coach will definitely get involved -1 think right off the bat we 
have a four hour practice scheduled for Saturday, so we’ll start then. The coaches 
are going to get on our butt and make us work hard.
Does going to the NCAA Tournament for the first time last year top your 
memories of your career as a Friar?
-Continued on page 15-
My cousin Gerard, he’s my greatest influence. He’s not able to be with usT ght 
now, but I’ve always done things in honor of him. If he was here with me, I w< uH 
always want to make him proud of me.
As far as basketball, Muggsy Bogues, he’s my biggest idol, and I always tried to 
be like him.
What are your thoughts on the fact that when you leave Providence, you are 
going to be regarded as one of the best players in the school’s 75-year history, 
and be on top of several records?
It means a lot. I mean, there’s a lot of great players up there on that board. Ernie 
DeGregorio, Marvin Barnes, Joe Hassett - there’s just so many names you can 
mention. To be with the likes of those guys is a great honor in itself, so I’m happy 
about that.
Basketball season is just 
around the corner!
Sign up to sing the National Anthem^ 
at one oi PC men’s or women’s 
basketball games.
It’s not like 
we’ll giue you 
the answers.
LUell...yes it is.
Standardized tests are predictable. 
Understanding them is what Kaplan is 
all about.
To find the class nearest you, 
call today.





♦Course names are registered trademarks of their respectiue owners.
BEING
Linehan takes one last shot
(continued from page 14)
As a team, I want to get as far in the Tournament as possible. Just yesterday, we 
had a meeting with the FBI about gambling, and at the end of the meeting the 
showed a video of some of the teams that have won the National Championship, 
and I just kept thinking, “Man, that could be us up there, winning the National 
Championship.” I think this team has the chance to do so if we just bear down and 
get tough.
Last year you graduated from PC with a degree in Health Policy Management, 
with one year of eligibility remaining. What are you up to these days?
Right now I’m starting my Masters in January, and I’m taking some prerequisite 
courses now. So I’m in the MBA program here.
With all the acclaim and attention you’ve gotten over your career, what’s it 
like being ‘John Linehan?’ I mean, everyone either knows you or knows of 
you, so how do you handle that attention?
I try to not think about it a lot. I just try to be a regular person, you know, talk to 
everybody. Socialize with everybody. I just want to be a regular student, you 
know? I don’t think, “Hey, I’m John Linehan.” I just want to be a plain guy.
People would say that PC isn’t going to surprise anyone this year. They know 
the game plan, they know how the team wins ball games. With the element of 
surprise gone this year, what is it going to take to get the Friars to the NCAA 
Tournament again this year?
I don’t think we so much surprised teams, because a lot of the teams we’ve 
played against knew Tim Welsh-style coached teams, so they know his style - 
pressing, getting after the ball, attacking you on offense and defense - so I don’t 
think it was a big surprise last year. So, this year will be the same thing: if they can 
handle it, they can handle it. If they can’t, then hey, they can’t. We’re just going to 
do the same thing that worked in the past.
After this season is said and done, what’s next for you?
My hopes are making it to the next level, as far as basketball is concerned. But 
I have a pretty good degree from PC, so if things don’t work out, I’ll be in pretty 
good shape.
That’s definitely a great memory; a great achievement for all of us. No one 
expected us to get that far, and we did, so that was a really good deal. Another 
victory I most remember was a few years ago when we beat [a nationally-ranked] 
Purdue at home, so that that was a great win for us too.
Personally, when I played against Montego Cummings and Pittsburgh, we had a 
really good game that time. There’s a bunch of memories, but I love them all.
What are your hopes for this season, both personally and team-wise?
Personally, I just want to have a really good year this year. I’m not worried 
about individual awards. I mean, if they come, they come - I’m certainly going to 
try my best - not so much to shoot for them, but to make myself better.
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